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Mr. REID. Mr. President, reserving 

the right to object. 
Our respective cloakrooms have been 

working for the better part of this 
week to get a list of amendments that 
could get votes. 

As everyone knows, we have had, on 
our side, more than 60 amendments 
filed. So I want to hold my friend to an 
often-expressed promise that we would 
have a robust amendment process. 
Now, I know we aren’t going to get 60 
amendments—I got that—but there 
have been objections from Republicans 
to a number of amendments my Sen-
ators want to offer. They want to do a 
few votes on a number of their amend-
ments. 

First of all, everyone should under-
stand we are not holding up this bill. 
The leader has indicated he is going to 
file cloture today or tomorrow, so I got 
that. We are not going to oppose clo-
ture, but we are not going to have the 
other side determine what amendments 
should be offered. We should be able to 
pick what amendments we want to 
offer. And I don’t think it is appro-
priate—for example, one of the amend-
ments he chose is from a Senator run-
ning for reelection. Is there some pur-
pose to that? I think we should have a 
process where we have alternating 
amendments, and we pick our amend-
ments. 

So I would ask my colleague to agree 
to changing his unanimous consent re-
quest so that it would be in order to 
call up the amendments I mention now. 
There would be an hour of debate on 
each amendment. We could certainly 
even shorten that time significantly 
prior to a vote in relation to the 
amendments in the order listed, and no 
second-degree amendments be in order 
prior to the votes: Durbin No. 3329, 
Gillibrand No. 3354, Markey No. 3384— 
who has been begging me for 4 days 
now to get a vote on his amendment— 
Blumenthal No. 3327, Cardin No. 3421, 
McCaskill No. 3375, Wyden No. 3402, 
Heinrich No. 3372, Schatz No. 3413, and 
Markey No. 3382—10 out of 60. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Will the 
Senator so modify his request? 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
object to the modification. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard to the modification. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to 
the original request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard to the original request. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
might just point out that apparently 
the amendment that was in my consent 
request that was objectionable to the 
other side was a simple amendment 
from the Senator from Wisconsin to in-
clude a representative of the Indian 
Health Service in the Pain Manage-
ment Best Practices Inter-Agency Task 
Force. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I under-
stand, I am sure, the importance of 
this amendment, but the other amend-
ments are important also. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that it be in 

order to call up the following amend-
ments: No. 3334, Kirk; No. 3336, John-
son, as modified; No. 3329, Durbin; No. 
3337, Johnson, as modified; No. 3354, 
Gillibrand; No. 3366, Lankford; Markey- 
Paul related to the TREAT Act; No. 
3407, McCain; and No. 3408, McCain; fur-
ther, that at 5:30 p.m., Monday, March 
7, the Senate vote in relation to the 
Durbin amendment No. 3329 and the 
Johnson amendment No. 3336; and that 
there be no second-degree amendments 
in order to these amendments prior to 
the votes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob-
ject. I don’t like to admit this publicly 
that I have learned anything from the 
Republican leader, but I have. One of 
the things I have learned is that it is 
not right to have the majority pick the 
votes of the minority, so I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk for 
the Grassley substitute amendment 
No. 3378. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on Senate 
amendment No. 3378, the substitute amend-
ment to S. 524, a bill to authorize the Attor-
ney General to award grants to address the 
national epidemics of prescription opioid 
abuse and heroin use. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Deb 
Fischer, John Barrasso, Shelley Moore 
Capito, Roy Blunt, Johnny Isakson, 
John Boozman, Mike Crapo, David Vit-
ter, Mike Rounds, Bill Cassidy, James 
E. Risch, Lindsey Graham, John 
McCain, Thom Tillis, Orrin G. Hatch. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk for 
the underlying bill, S. 524. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on S. 524, a 
bill to authorize the Attorney General to 
award grants to address the national 
epidemics of prescription opioid abuse and 
heroin use. 

Mitch McConnell, Chuck Grassley, Deb 
Fischer, John Barrasso, Shelley Moore 
Capito, Roy Blunt, Johnny Isakson, 
John Boozman, Mike Crapo, David Vit-
ter, Mike Rounds, Bill Cassidy, James 
E. Risch, Lindsey Graham, John 
McCain, Thom Tillis, Orrin G. Hatch. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the filing deadline for 
first-degree amendments to amend-
ment No. 3378 and S. 524 be at 3:30 p.m. 
on Monday, March 7. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that notwithstanding the pro-
visions of rule XXII, the cloture vote 
on the Grassley substitute amendment 
No. 3378 occur at 5:30 p.m., Monday, 
March 7. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

REMEMBERING BERTA CACERES 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, last night 
Honduras lost one of its most coura-
geous, charismatic indigenous leaders, 
Berta Caceres. Ms. Caceres was the 
general coordinator of the National 
Council of Popular and Indigenous Or-
ganizations of Honduras, and she was 
assassinated in her hometown of La 
Esperanza, Intibuca. 

According to initial reports, at least 
two people broke down the door of the 
house where she was staying for the 
evening and shot and killed her. 

Berta Caceres spent her life fighting 
in defense of indigenous rights, par-
ticularly to land and natural resources. 
In 2015, she won the prestigious Gold-
man Environmental Prize for her out-
standing activism and leadership. 

This horrific crime demonstrates 
that no one, not even an internation-
ally known social activist, is safe in 
Honduras if they speak out against cor-
ruption or abuse of authority. Her 
death will have a profound impact on 
the many communities she worked 
with, her organization, Honduran civil 
society, and all who knew her. 

Berta Caceres and COPINH have been 
supporting land struggles throughout 
western Honduras. In the last few 
weeks, threats and violence towards 
Berta and the communities she and her 
organization support had escalated. 

In Rio Blanco on February 20, Berta, 
her organization, and the community 
of Rio Blanco were threatened as they 
engaged in a peaceful protest to pro-
tect the river and their way of life from 
the construction of a large hydro-
electric dam by an internationally fi-
nanced Honduran company. 

As a result of supporting the Rio 
Blanco struggle, Berta had received 
many threats against her life and was 
granted, like dozens of other endan-
gered Honduran social activists, pre-
cautionary measures by the Inter- 
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